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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings from my corner of the hangar! We
had a huge turnout at the March meeting to
hear Sergei Sikorsky talk about his family’s
flying boats and the part Charles Lindberg
played in their development. After the
meeting Sergei stayed around and sold a
case of his books and personally
autographed each one. An interesting tidbit is
that Billy Walker brought Ralph Johnson as
his guest to the meeting, Ralph is 102 years
old and used to actually fly Sikorsky flying
boats when they were new!

| am learning the meaning of when your plane
is 99% complete there are still a million things
to accomplish. This month with the help of a
bunch of Chapter members we weighed the
Breezy, put gas in it and it fired right up! Now
to chase down some gremlins and get the
FAA Phase-two test area approved. With the
great weight and balance spreadsheet Jack
Pollack developed | should have lots of
material for a future ThunderWord article.

| hope to see everyone at the April meeting.

Curtis

APRIL CHAPTER MEETING

The April meeting of Thunderbird Field EAA
Chapter 1217 will be held on Thursday,
April17th, in the Scottsdale Airport Terminal
Building. The time is 7pm. This month’s
guest speaker will be Lee Owen, chief Pilot at
Glendale Aviation. Remember guests are
always welcome!

LEE OWEN
APRIL MEETING SPEAKER

This month’s guest speaker is a man on a
mission, a really big mission. Lee Owens will
attempt to make aviation history by becoming
the first African American to fly around the
world solo in an Experimental aircraft. To
accomplish this feat he will have to fly over
25,000 miles.

Lee plans to make this historic flight in a %
scale replica of the famous North American P-
51D Mustang. The P-51D was the type of
plane flown by the Tuskegee airmen when
flying combat missions in World War Two.

For Years, Lee Owens has had the dream to
fly around the world in a single engine P-51D
airplane to honor those black aviators that
came before him. Lee hopes to become a
visionary for young African-Americans. He
wants their dreams to become realities. After
completing the flight Lee plans to use his
experiences to speak to youths across the
country about the trip and opportunities in
aviation.

To obtain the required financial backing Lee
has formed the Lee Owens Foundation to
accept donations from individuals that share
his goals. The foundation’s mission
statement is:

To pay tribute to the Tuskegee Airmen and to
raise awareness of their many
accomplishments in war and in peace,
Captain Lee Owens will become the first
African-American to circumnavigate the globe
in a replica of the ‘Red Tail' P-51 made
famous escorting bombers over Europe. This
flight is meant to remind America’s youth of
the great achievements of the Tuskegee

Airmen and to support aviation education.
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The mission of the Lee Owens Foundation is
to educate aspiring minorities about the
opportunities in aviation and to provide
scholarships to those interested in the field of
aviation.

Come and learn more about Lee’s ambitious
flight and the Titan T-51 Mustang he plans to

fly.

NEW MEMBERS

We had three new members join at the March
meeting. They are: Jim Armstrong, who has a
Cubby and a Schweizer 1-26 sailplane. Nancy
Benscoter, who has sold her 172 and is looking at
getting a taildragger. And, Roger Vanderwindt,
who just sold his beautiful Cessna 195 and is
already missing those fuel bills. Welcome them to
our Chapter when you meet them.

Lee Owens and the Titan T-51 Mustang

LINE UP AND WHAT?

Canadian air traffic controllers are joining
Mexico and the rest of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) this summer in
adopting the phraseology: “LINE UP” and
“‘LINE UP AND WAIT”. Both of the phrases
are the same as the: “TAXI IN POSITION
AND HOLD?” that we have here in the USA.
Eventually the US will join the rest of ICAO in
adopting these phrases.

SEAWIND OWNER AT DVT
NEEDS HELP

A friend of mine, Al, is in need of help in
selling his 1999 Seawind Amphibian due to a
severe medical condition thatis threatening
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his life. Because of expensive medical bills,
Al is desperate for money and, as a last
resort, is letting go of his beloved aircraft that
he has spent nine years building. The
Seawind is in mint condition. Only 58 hours
on both the airframe and engine. It is fully
loaded and has been in a hangar from the
beginning at Deer Valley Airport. Upon
request, | can provide complete specs.

Even though Al has put over $40,000 into the
aircraft, he is willing to let it go at the “best
reasonable offer”. Please contact Dave
Lanman at (602) 432-8356 or
dwlanman@cox.net  for more information
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ARV SCHULTZ HONORED

By Billy Walker

| had the very high honor of being the
presenter of our friend Arv Schultz - recipient
of the Arizona Aviation Hall of Fame award
this past April fifth at the Pinal Air Museum.

OI' Arv has enjoyed an amazing trip thru life
so far. While aviation came along late, he
has caught up and flown past most of us less
intrepid aviators. He started as a policeman
in the Midwest before moving to TVOTS (The
Valley of the Sun). Arizona infected Arv with
the flyin’ bug.

My being acquainted with Arv's colorful
history made him an easy choice for me to
nominate him for the Arizona Aviation Hall of
Fame. His induction into this august group
was a wonderful event with many of Arv's
friends and family there to share his shining
moment. | have never seen Arv’s perennial
smile brighter than when his family gathered
around for a photo opportunity in front of The
Arv Schultz Hall of Fame display. World
famous photo journalist and renowned
aviator, Terry Emig, was there to capture the
event.

Arv began flying with Tuxhorn Aviation and
received his check-ride from the ubiquitous
Darrell Sawyer who so impressed Arv that he
joined Sawyer aviation, obtaining all of his
FAA certification (Private thru ATP). During
this process he was employed as a Certified
Flight Instructor with Sawyer.

His airline pilot career began with Apache
Airlines, Bonanza Airlines, AirWest Airlines,
and retired at North West Airlines under the
onerous Age-60 Rule. After achieving a
successful career in aviation, Arv felt that he
needed to give something back. Approaching
mandatory retirement as an airline captain, he
started the first four-color aviation publication
in Arizona in 1992. This publication was
dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of Arizona aviation.
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PROCLAMAT

During his time on furlough from the airlines,
Arv ran the FBO at Carefree Airport. It was
successful when many said he was doomed
to failure. Among other things, he operated
DOA observation flights under government
contract. Many times he flew observers when
Ralph Johnson operated his Lockheed PV-2’s
out of Springerville Airport bombing forest
fires in the White Mountains of Arizona. Arv
flew a Cessna Skymaster for this operation.

Over the years, Arv has owned a number of
interesting aircraft including a Waco UPF-7.
Presently, Arv owns a Cessna 182RG (for
sale) and a Citabria.

Prior to and after retirement he founded
Arizona Flyways and, later, America’s
Flyways Magazine as well as the earlier Sky
Harbor Airport News. If this wasn’t enough,
he authored several stories on Arizona

Aviation History, and current events along
Contd. on pg 4
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with being an aviation reporter of several
significant aviation historical happenings.
This has gone on for nearly 15 years now.

Arizona Flyways, later America’s Flyways,
has achieved outstanding success nationally.
The magazine, through Schultz’s tireless
efforts, is a major source of information about
the Arizona Aviation community current
events, as well as historical stories, aviation
personalities, aviation history in general.

What distinguishes Arv from others in this
field is the more than 14 of years his efforts
producing the only four-color aviation
magazine in Arizona.

Arv is past president of the Arizona Pilots
Association, Governor of his aviation social
fraternity, past board member of other aviation

organizations such as OX-5, and Silver Eagles.
He is active with the Silver Eagles of Arizona,
EAA Chapter 1217 and the Antique Aircraft
Association. He is the founder and energy
behind the Save an Airport Foundation.

He maintains a very active schedule trying to
save remote airfields from oblivion traveling
the state at his own expense, showing a
power-point presentation to aviation and civic
groups in hopes of gaining support for this
erstwhile effort. Arv is working with other
states in a joint effort to preserve and promote
saving doomed airports much to the relief of
those of us recognizing the impact of the loss
of these airports. Remember, when you fly
over remote areas, looking down at a landing
strip carved out of the wilderness, say
“Thanks Arv!

Thunderbird Field EAA Chapter 1217. Contacts

President Curtis Clark | 602 953-2571 EAAChapter1217@aol.com
Vice President Terry Emig 520 836-7447 | dprez@cactusflyin.org
Secretary/Treasurer Jack Pollack | 480 525-1885 | Jack.Pollack@Analyticalgroup.com
Newsletter Editor Ron Kassik | 480 948-0168 | ronkassik@cox.net
Young Eagles Bob Kruse 480 391-1228 | Point9Kruse@aol.com
Technical Counselors | Dan Muxlow | 480 563-4228 | N27DM@cox.net

Jim Berdick | 623 293-2708 | Berdick@qgwest.net

Chapter Website: www.ThunderbirdField.org

SAN MANUEL OMELET FLY-IN

The San Manuel Airport, E77, is holding a
Fly-in / Drive-in breakfast on Saturday April
19" from 7am until 11am. They plan on
having made-to-order omelets, sausage, fruit,
breakfast rolls, coffee and juice available.
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The event is sponsored by EAA Chapter 1406
and the San Pedro Valley Pilots Association.
If you need more information call 520 487-
0180, cost is five US dollars, cash only.
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ThunderAds

FOR SALE

FREE AIRPLANE

Chapter member George Evans gave our Chapter his
Barracuda project when he moved. Lots of good
spruce. Located hangar 56-02 at DVT, Good “under
construction” plane to put in your hangar to keep the
city happy. Price is FIRM. Curtis 602 953-2571

RV-10 PROJECT

Switched to an RV-12. RV-10 emp / tail cone kit.
$2800.00 (negotiable) for the project. You are saving
over $700.00. | have some tools that may be included
if interested. Project located in Prescott, AZ.

Frank Benedict c-140@juno.com 928-778-1977 H
928-899-8365 C

ROTAX 618
200 hours SMOH, Hegy prop. Bernie Gross
480 585-0699 or BernieFD88@aol.com

RANS S-5 COYOTE

Tricycle gear, Rotax 447, two 9 gal. tanks, airspeed,
ALT, HGT, EGT, elect fuel pump, hr meter, Sporty Radio
SP-200. Hangered at GEU. $6000  602-300-0007

TEAM TANGO KIT

80% assembled in Tempe. $24K for the complete kit
and $5k for the complete Subaru Engine, gauges

Bart D. Hull 480-452-9208 (Cell)

TITAN TORNADO I

Light Sport Aircraft with 80hp Jabiru 2200 engine. 153
Hrs TTAE. Fly this “Poor Man’s Fighter” without a
medical. Tandem dual stick controls. Electric flaps
and trim. EIS system, lcom IC-A6, Garmin GPS 195,
Sigtronics intercom.  Altimeter, ASI, VSI, strobes,
landing light, BRS. Two props and tow-bar included.
Burns 3.4 gal/hr during climb-out and 2750 rpm cruise.
$24,900. Call Todd 480-755-4200 www.djs4u.com

GLASTAR PROJECT
Lycoming 0-320 engine. Located at Carefree Airport.
Al Ross 480 595-9579

ANYWHERE MAP GPS

PDI format displays: Artificial Horizon, "Gyro" compass,
GPS altitude, distance and speed. Recent
manufacturer check-out, new batteries, and data
(4/07). 4 hour internal batteries or plug-in to AC power.
See www.anywheremap.com/aviation-gps.aspx Can
be Velcroed to instrument panel. Great deal at 2/3
retail price. Hal Rozema 602 553-8181 or
Hartist1@cox.net

CESSNA SKYMASTER PARTNER

Looking for qualified partner to share this well
equipped, pressurized, well maintained twin that is in a
legal hangar at DVT. Bill Pabst 602-953-2034

GRENGA GN-1 AIRCAMPER PROJECT

Biplane conversion but can be switched to a parasol.
Fuselage covered and Elizado Tigre engine installed.
$6000. Estate sale. Contact Lesley Morgan 480-834-
4831 or e-mail Curtis at EAAChapter1217@aol.com to
receive a digital slideshow of the plane.

1979 CESSNA TURBO 182RG
287 SMOH, O,, A/P, NDH Arv Schultz 602 275-1016

RV-4 PARTS

RV-4 tail kit, new in box, minimum work done $650.,
RV-4 wing parts: leading edge skins, tank skins, tank
baffles, and top and bottom wing skins, prepunched,
new $500. Mike 602-862-0699

LYCOMING 0-235-C1
673 SMOH, Sky Tec starter, removed from Long Eze
for 0-320 upgrade. $6500. Mark Boram 520-883-0672

JEFFAIRE BARRACUDA PROJECT

Fuselage on gear, wings built. 80% complete. Must
sell for only $9,900. Hangered at Glendale, AZ. Call
John 480-704-3250

SERVICES

Flight Instruction- BFR’s

Alan Trabilcy alantrabilcy@yahoo.com,
480-747-0349 m or 480-948-1747 h

Prop balancing, Annuals, Prebuys
Jim Berdick Al 623-581-9152

Annuals, Restorations, Fabric Work
Eloy Airport Julie White 520-466-3442

Aircraft Welding and Restorations
Evans Aviation 480-585-3119

Airmen Physicals
Dr. Henry Givre AME, Chapter member and RV-4
owner. 520-836-8701

Aircraft Photography
Mike O’Connor  CrashOConnor@aol.com
480-515-5105

BFR’s
Fred Lloyd 602-234-1940

Machine Shop
High quality parts fabrication for homebuilts at a

reasonable price. David Leverentz 520-898-4321

Want to see your aircraft-related ad
here in the Thunderword?

Send an E-mail to
EAAChapter1217@aol.com
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